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Augustus and the Children:
Family and Childhood in Augustus'Policies

and in Augustan Literature

CRISTINA SANTOS PINHEIRO
Universidade da Madeira
Centro de Estudos Ciássicos da Faculdacle de Letras da Universidade de Lisboa

The aim of this volume is to celebrate the completion of the second
miilennium after Augustus' death, but according to Tacitus (Ann. 1 .53),
Julia, Augr,rstus' only daughteq whom he exiled for adultery in 2 BC,
died in that same year of AD 14. United in death, the stem father and
the adulterous daughter represent two central and opposing facets of
the Saeculunt Augustum: the Princeps' striving for n-rorality and .Tulia's

supposedly dissolute way of life.
Tlre Augustan era was characterized by this and many other

contradictions. Cornbining an omnipresent evocation of the past with
conspicuous innovations .lhe Princeps refashioned the ancestral virtues
in order to make them the chief tenet of his political and social agenda.
Augustns' unprecedented moral laws, implementing measures related
to marriage, procreation and adultery, introduced in Roman society an

obvious opposition between the ideals they atterrpt to restore and a

reality that, by then. was fàr removed from the exempla of the past.
Families had changed. Marriage patterns had changed. Marriage
wilh manus was by then obsolete, so that married women remained
legally a member of their birth farnilies. Divorce and remarriage were
increasingly recurrent practices as was the refusal to marry and to enter
iustae nuptiae.l

The elegiac love poets created a literary senre supported by these
new features and reiated to what has been classified as a 'new womarì'
or an 'emancipated woman', expressions that describe a woman in a

1 On the date o1'the disappearance of nnntts ntarriage, cf. Trcggiarì (1991) 21,30-31; Dixon
(1992)73-71 Grubbs (2002) 21.
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high social position, 'who nevertheless claims for herselfthe indulgence
in sexuality of a woman of pleasure,' as Fantham: states. But an ideal
featuring a chaste and loving wife endures everl in love elegy. These

two different types of women creâte an ironic tension in elegiac poetry

that is sometimes difficult to resolve. Tibullus may dream in his bucolic
idylls with an humble Delia, as he cloes in 1.5.19-36,living in the

country like the viftuous matrons of the past. But this is just a dream,
for Delia is enslaved to a procuress and must look for a wealthier lover.

The elegiac mistress can be imagined in a harmonious relationship,
but motives like the seruititun and the nt.ilitia antot'is are contrary to

conventional social values. In elegy 2.7 , abouta law that was withdrawn
and that would have coerced Propertir.rs to marry another woman, he

declares with disgust:

' " i#rX' J.":i:1å":ï ri?: : :i:,:i iîrn "'
vr'. 13-14

In spite of the obscurity involving this elegy and the law mentioned,
and leaving aside the complexity of its being classified as Augustan or

anti-Ar,rgustan, it is clear that for the poetic persona war. marriage and

parenthood were not his aims.3 He concludes:

Tu mihi sola places: placeam tibi, Clntl-ria, solus:
hic erit et patrio nornine pluris amor' 

r,.r,. 1g_20

We do not know why Propertius could not have married Cynthia

- was she a.femina probrosa,a a woman not eligible for marriage? -
but this kind of relationship is typically described as self-sufûcier,t and

: Fanthanr (199.+) 280.
r As Propertius Book 2 l'as protrabll published c. 26 or 25 BC. thjs poem has led schola¡s

like Galinskr' (1981) 127 a¡rd Bauman (1992) 107-108 to suggest thât AuglrstLrs had tried to
introdl¡ce some mcasurcs relatcd to marriage in the carl¡ 20s. Cf'. Badian (1985). dcltnding that

thcre uas no larv, but a tax. the aes uxoriou.s, implcmcntcd bl thc trir-rmr.irs and abolished b¡'

Augustus.Forananallsisofthepoem,cLGale(i997).tlallert(I973)isstìllagoodstudl about

u,omen in clcg].
r Astolfì (1986) 5.+ fl According to Thomas (20071217,.lentinu pxtbntsu'est une erpressìon

juridiquc mettant I'accent sr.rr Ia dégladation moralc et sociale, alors que r¡erz¡rn réfòre à

l'immoralìté scsuel le.'

AricL s'rus .rlo lrtç Cstt-utrtx 91

hildren take no part in it.5 The conflict between the demands of love
and of society and the complex equation of giving oneself to nequitia
amoris or to public obligations are certainly elegiac conventions. but
nevertheless, and even if they are not to be taken at face value, they

are important elements of Ar-rgustan poetry. Wallace-Hadrill6 rightly
asserts that:

The benefit and the clanger ol' the poets to Atlgtlsttls \\'as no1 that thel

conld support or oppose an) particular measure of his. but that the¡ could
(intentionall) or not) afiiculate acceptance or lejection ofthe social order he

\\'as struggling to restore and of his o$'n role in doing so.

In fact, a rise in individualism was perceived as a threat to fanrily
life, especially when associated with the feeling that Roman society

was experiencing religious and moral degeneration. Decades of
disruption caused by civil struggle and political insecurity were viewed
as the consequence of moral and farnilial decay. The exploitation of
pessimistic topícs like a decline in piety, sexual immorality, indr"ilgence

in pleasure, excessive ambition or civic Lrpheaval is omnipresent in
Augustan literature. I will merely cite here Horace's characterizing his
age as impict... deuoti sanguinis aetas (Ep. 16.9) and.fecttnda culpae

saecula (Cartn. 3.6.11) or rebuking l'tis contemporaries for having
destroyed the virtuous austerity of the Romans' ancestors.T

Nevertheless, ideals relatecl to family relationships, intenningled
with these pessimistic traits, assume a new prominence. Dixons claims
that an affectionate ideal of farnily life was under development by
the late Republic. Augustus shrewdly exploited it and the poets in his

entourage, especially Horace, evoke the PrÌnceps' responsibility fbr
restoring the ancestors' virtuous way of life. Linking Augustus and

an idea of a new golden age emerging as a result of his policies is a

5lnOvid.-lnun'as2-13 andl.l-{-t$'opocnrsaboutCorinua'sabortion-tlre*'orrìesexpressed
are not related to the loss ol'the.lbatus. but to Corinna's possìble death. About these pocrrrs,

cf'. Cahoon (1988). Gamel (l9tl9). and Pinheilo (1010).
6 Wallace-Hadrill ( 1985) 1 8.+.; An impo:'tant piece of'elidence t'or this is. ol'course, Lir'¡'s preface. t'ith its bleakness alrd

misgìving.Thedeca¡ olclisciplirtuantdnt¡t'as ledtoatimeu'ithnohopeol'tecoverr: donccutl
haec lan¡tora quihus nct uiti¿t ìtÒslra ncc renecliu pctli posszrttrtrs pcrucilhun csl. @roc.[.91.

8 Dison(1996) 1ll.
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commonplace to be found in texts such as Vergil's Aeneid or Horace's
Carmina.e Advertising his and his family's links with the swnmi uirí of
the Roman past, as he does in his Forum, Augustus constructs his own

public image and legitimizes his newly acquired political position. He

shrewdly assumes his identity as Diui.filius, thus justifying his right
to vindicate Caesar's death. Some decades later, though, he becones
the Pater Patriae. The point was that he was not a newcomer: he was

a menrber of the Julii,bul, more importantly, he was a descendant of
Aeneas through a long line of the most important and praiseworthy
heroes of the Roman past.ro

The leges luliae on marriage were issued in 18 BC - the lex lttlia
de maritandis ordinibus and the lex lulia de adulteriis coercendis -
and were revised by tlrc lex Papia Pctppaea in AD 9. We do not know
for sure which provisions belong to the former or to the latter because

later jurists usually talk about them without making a clear distinction,
referring to them generally as 'laws about marriage' or leges lulia et

Papia. They were designed to penalize those citizens who refused to

marry (or remarry after divorce or the death of the spouse) and those

who were childless, men between the ages of 25 and 60, and women
between 20 and 50 years old. The penalties were mainly constraints

in receiving and bequeathing inheritances. The laws also imposed

some restrictions upon the choice of a spouse, especially among the

upper classes: senators and their descendants were prohibited from
marrying freedmen or freedwomen. Free citizens should not marry

infames. By the ius triutn liberorun, granted to free citizens with three

or more children and to freedmen and freedwomen with four or more,

women could attain freedom from guardianship and men had priority in
receiving government appointments.Ìt

The adultery law established l'reavy penalties fbr those who were

involved in extramarital liaisons. A permanent couft was established

and hence the jurisdiction was removed from the familial sphere,

where these failings had been treated in the past. By transforming
adultery and stuprurn into civil crimes, the laws curtailed the power of

" Cf. Galìnsþ ( 1996) 90 fL and Verg. .-len. 1 .291-296,6.7()l-795;Hor. Curn. ¿1.5.21-2:1. 4.15.9-11.
r0 About Augustus' connection r.r'ith thc s¡ mbols olthc Roman past, cf'. e.g. Alberto (200'1).
r¡ Abc¡ut the lau's, c1'., lbr instance, Raditsa (1980), Astolfi (1986), Cohen (1991), and McGinn

( I e98).

fhe paterfamilias lo cope with this kind of situation, as was expected
previously. These regulations bluned the lines between public and
private and family life came under state inspection. The policing of
sexual behaviour was part of the aforementioned attempt to reinforce
the exempla of the past. Family, sexuality and reproduction were now
opened to public scrutiny.

Reaction to Augustus' legislation seems to have been fierce, and it
was revised in AD 9. It is hard to believe that when he read Quintus
Metellus' speech in the Senate, he voiced every Roman man's opinion
about marriage, but the choice of this particular speech was not
irrelevant. In this, a Metellus, probably the Metellus Macedonicus who
had been censor in l3l BC or, according to Aulus Gellius, Metellus
Numidicus, censor in 102 BC, urged Romans to marry and to have
children, subjugating thereby their personal wishes to the public well-
being. In Aulus Gellius' version, the speech, entitled De ducendi,s
woribtts, reads as fbllows:

Si sine uxore possemus, Quirites, omnes ea molestia careremus; se1 quonianl
ita natura tradidit, ut nec cum illis satis commode, nec sine illis ullo modo
uiui possit, saluti perpetuae potius quam breui uoluptati consulendum est.

Livy asserts that the speech seemed to have been written with his
and Augustus'own times in mind (oratio.-- uelut in haec temporct
scriptam).r2

Suetonius mentions ân event, maybe the same described by Cassius
Dio in AD 9. When the knights attending a public show persistently
called for the repeal of the law about marriage, Augustns sent for the
children of Germanicus and exhibited them, some in his own lap and
some in their father's, suggesting by his gestllres and his expression
that the equites should not refuse to follow Gennanicus'example (Suet.
Aug.34).

The claim that marriage and children are civic duties springs from a
deep-rooted patriotic sense and re-emerges with special strength in the
Augustan age. We can identify this same topic in two speeches Cassius

t1 
Q. .\'[etellus censt¡r censuit, ul cogcrentv' otnnes tluccrc u:t¡t'cs lihcru¡tttn creantk¡nmt c,att.sa.
exlat oratio eiu.s, qtnm -lugu.stus Cacscu; <cunt> cle narilu¡tdis ordùtihus ogcret. uclut in lta¿c
lentpora süiptailt in senatu reciÍrtttit. (l-ivr Per: 59)-

Aucus tus .sio tnr CurLurrrx 99
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Dio assigns toAugustus (56.1-5).InAD 9,the equite,r were seeking the
repeal of the /e.r Papia-Poppaea,which revised some of the measures
of tlre leges luliae of 18 BC. In one part of the Forum, Augustus
assembled the married eqttites, in the other the single and cl-lildless.
With grief he realised that the former, the maried, were much fèwer
in number than the latter. First he addressed the rnarried equites, whom
he highly praised, because, as he supposedly said, they aggrandize the
fatherland and, bringing children into the world, they achieve a kind of
immortality. In fact, the generations succeeding like torch-bearers in a

race ensure the existence of Rome, not only its physical existence, but
also and more importantly, its cultural legacy, the deeds and virtues of
the Roman past.r3 Then he added:

ndrç ¡rer'1ap oùr riprotov yuvr¡ oiorppc'tv oiroupòç oirot'ó¡oç naLòorpógoç
r)yrcír'oltú re euqpdvat rco.ì ùoOevoùr'ro, 0epcneùoor, eùtu1oùr,tí re
ouy'yn'éo'Ocr roi òuoruXoûr,ta nøpo¡-ru0r'¡ocro0cr, roû te r'éou t¡r' ê¡rpalrl
tpúow xo,0êip(or raì roù npeoputépou t¡r., éicopov oùo'tqpóqta repúoor;
ndrç ô' où1 ¡ôù ùvd,éo0ar rón'ov d( o¡rgoiv o-upneguròç raì 0pór1ror roì
ncnòeõoor, eiróvo pà,toõ oiopotoq eiróvq ðè rcoi d1ç yu1flç, dóors er.' erceír'rp

aùir10i'n ðrepov oùtòr,'ya,óo0cr: (Cass. Dio 56.3.3-4)

(...) is there an¡'thing better than a rvile rrùo is clraste, domestic, a good

house- keeper, a rearer ofchildrenl one to gladden ¡'ou in health. to tend ),ou
in sicknessl to be lour partnel in good fortr.rne. to console ) ou in misfortune;
to restrain the mad passion of¡ outh and to ternper the unseasonable harshness

ol old age? And is it not a delight to acknorvleclge a child u'ho shows the

endo\\'ments ofboth parents, to nurture and educate it, at once the ph1'sical and

the spiritual irnage of rourself, so that in its grou'th another self lives again?

transl. Car,i' (1924) 8-9

The description of the wife must be stressed. This wife is not
lhe molestia referred to by Metellus. She gladdens, she tends, she

consoles... She is the ideal wotnan. And the experience of raising and

educating children is delightful and extremely rewarding. These manied
equestrians embraced parenthood as their duty and, as Dio's Augustus
assefts, they alone are rightfully called 'Romans, citizens and fathers'.
The speech he addresses to the unnrarried exploits the same topic. but

li About life as a torch-bearers race^ c1. I'ttc.2.77-79: arrgcscunt aliae gentes. aliae nintnmtur
irtt1ue breui spaliÒ t,tut(Itllur sueclo anin¿n1Íunt el tlua.si cto'sores uilai lan¡tila tradunt.

-I

Ari(ìtrs'ltis .LNo lnH CntL¡tttEx t0t

in the reverse mode. They are not to be called men' nor citizens, nor

Romans, because they refuse to act like true citizens, ensuring Rome's

safety through parenting.'r Instead, they are destroying their families
and betraying their country:

rcoì yùp ¡Ltot<poveite, ¡n1òò tervoùr'teç apX¡l' toùç rì( ú¡rõr' lavr'¡0rlvar
òqeíi-ovtcrç. ruì alootoup,veite. tú te or'óputo xoì tùç nptoq tõr' npoyór'olv

zoúolteq, raì rioepeite, tú te yór'¡ ú¡rõrv ttr rctaðerX0n'to Únò ¡õv 0e<Ìll

agor'í(ovreç. rcoì tò póyrotov rõr' ùr'c0r1púttov oùtõr" tqr' ùr'0pconirnl' 9úotr'.
crnoiJór'teç, tú te iepù òtù toúrou rcoi toùç r'ooùç aùtõr' ùr'otpóz¡ovtsç. rcoì

pa'tor rci trl' roi'rteisr' rcotoióete, pri nerOó¡rer"or toîç r'ópolç' xaì n¡' ncrtpíôa

npoòíòote, ote pí<p¡v te crùtr1' rctì úyovol anepyct(ópa'or. (Cass. Dio 56.-s. 1-3)

For 1ou are colnmitting mr"trder in not begettilrg in the first place those

rvho ought to be ¡.our- descendants: ) ou are conrmittilrq sacrilegc in putting

an encl to the nanres and honor'rrs of¡our ancestorsl and ¡ou are guiltl of
impiet¡ in that vou are abolishing l our families, u hich n'ere instituted b¡ the

gods. and destro¡ ing the greatest of offerings to them, - human lile. - thus

overthro$'ing their rites and their temples. Moreover, \'ou are destro¡ ing tlie

State b)'disobe¡'ing its larvs. and ¡ ou are betra¡ ing r our country br rcndeling

hel ban'en.
transl. Caq (192'+) l3

The vocabulary of crime. sacrilege and subversion (ptoripovsir€;

ovoo'toupyeîte; ooeÞtite; ¡"n1 ner0ó¡"tevor; ftpoðíõore) is finlly stressed.

What they are doing endangers the social order and the legacy of their
ancestors, he says.

The speeches are obviously Dio's invention. Nevertheless, they

show us how, even centuries later, Augustus' public image was still
so strongly connected with the ideal of marriage and family as civic
duties. The main topics explored by Dio are consistent both with
Augustan propaganda and with Dio's perspective of Augustus'
'imtlense institutional achievement as founder of a stable monarchy,'

as Kemezisr5 states. analysing the complex image of the fr,rst prirrceps

conveyed in Dio's text. In fact, the compositiolr of the speeches shows

r¡ Cass. Dio 56.'1.2: úvôpoç; ù)"7"' oÛò*- ùr'opô;r' ëpyov zrapéxeoOe. zo)-írctç; ù)j'' üoor' Èç' ú¡rir'.

¡ nó),rç <r:ró)j;uror. 'Pro¡roíouç: ù)")"' ênt7,erpeÌre rò ör'o¡.tct roõro rsrcrT,irocr. 'Men? Br-rt ¡'ou
are not perfbrming an1 oi'the olIìces of'rnen. Cìtizcns? But lrrr all that ¡ou are doing. Lhe

cit¡ is pcrislring. Romans? But 1ou are undertaking to blot out Lhis name altogcthcr,'transl.
Car\ (l 924) I l.

15 Kenrezis (2007 ) 273.
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howAugustus carne to be identified with the moralizing purposes of the

laws, even if these purposes stand in contrast with the actual behaviour
of the princeps and of many of the members of the imperial dotnu,s,

creating thus what Kemezis identifies as an 'ironic paradigm'.
This sentimental and affectionate ideal of the family as a network

of relationships that makes life complete is not an invention of the

Augustan age,r6 but Augustus and the Augustan poets - and even Livy
* thoroughly exploited a set of ideas about farnily that included (among

many others) female chastity, procreation as civic duty, compliance to
the exempla of the Roman past, etc. We can identify this feeling in
the early 40's BC. Regardless of how we decide to interpret Vergil's
Eclogue 4, the so-called 'Messianic eclogue', the same picture is tliere.
The unknown puer associated with fertility and peace and a symbol
of the new golden age is a Vergilian innovation. But if we set aside

the religious, political and metaphorical overtones, we still have a

tender description of the birth of a child as a blessed event, with all

expectation and hope for the future it involves. Whether this is a real

boy or not - rnaybe the much hoped-for child of Antonius and Octavia
after Brundisium - he is urged to srnile at his rrother, because if he

refuses to do so, 'no god will invite him to table, no goddess to bed'
(Ecl. 4.62-63).tj

In Vergil's epic masterpiece, although some scholars point to the

loss of Creusa and the abandonment of Diclo as proof that Aeneas'

succession proceeded through males only, I would suggest that, in spite

of the dismissal of these two characters, there is a strong presence of the

loving farnily ideal.18 Lavinia stands for this, and there is a conspicuous

feeling that in the future there will be peace for the Trojans. This peace

will come from the marriage to Lavinia. Because, almost as lhe puer

of Eclogue 4, Lavinia is the symbol of a new age for Aeneas and for

the Trojan refugees. She represents Aeneas' duty to carry on, in a way

that was not possible for Creusa or Dido. Destiny, fàmily and duty are

ruWecanseeitlbrexamplcirrLucretir-rs. DcrarunnaÍuru.WhÈndcscribingthe lossescausedb¡
death. he'"r'rites: .1arr iam non clottut.¡ uccipiet te laela neque uxor,'optitna. ncc dulces occurrcnl
osatla naÍi, prucripera ct I.tc¡ta pcctus dttlcctline tongcnl. (3.89.+-396).

t1 tlui non riserc purenti, nec ¿laus ltttttc nrcnsd, dctt nac dignutu cultili cst.
r8 Br¡t it ri'as Dido uho ìn thc fìrst place voiccd thìs icleal, u'hen. rcvoltcd at Aeneas' decision to

leavc hcr, shc regretted not having a paruulus .'laner¿.s, a little Aeneas, plal ìng in her palacr:.
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so strongly connected in Aeneas' mind that Mercury can confidently
remind the Trojan ofAscanius'future and expect the father immediately
to leave Carthage, despite Dido's accusations.l!)

This brings me to Ascanius' irnportance in the epic. Although it has

been variously interpreted, Ascanius is, in my opinion. not a peripheral
but a chief character. This is not primarily because of his prominence as

an agent, br-rt especially fbr the reason that he symbolizes the future. In
addition, he seems at times to have the capability of embodying every
woman's child. Masquerading as dulcís Ascanhrs, Cupid can infect
Dido with passion. Fascinating her with the presence of Aeneas' son,
whom Dido embraces, Venus and Cupid are able to guârantee that the
Trojans are safe in Carthage. The queen seems to be enchanted, in fact,
with the tender image of the child, possibly because he is a symbol
of the family she longs for.:o For Andromache, in Book 3, Ascanir-rs
can also be a substitute for Astyanax (3.a85); in Book 9, he assures
Euryalus that Euryalus' mother will be like his own (9.297-298); in
Book 5, to stop the Trojan woûten fiom burning the ships, he shouts
at them: 'I'm your Ascanius,' throwing his helmet to the floor so that
the women can recognize his face (5.672-673).1t In the much debated
farewell of father and son in Book 12. the fact that Aeneas does not
remove the weapons, before issuing the words disce. pue4 uit'tutem ex
me uerumqxrc laborent/Jortunam ex aliis, contrary to what Hector had
done in llictd 6, proves that here Ascanius is not just the tender and
much beloved son, but his father's heir, the inheritance being precisely
uirhts and lahor.

Ascanius is one of Aeneas' motives - maybe the stronger motive
- to move towards the future. Aeneas is, in more than one sense, a
torch bearer. He must pass it on to his descendants. The prominence
of the Anchises-Aeneas-Ascanius group at this time demonstrates how

l1) Vetg..{cn. 1.272-276: Si le ntlla mouct tqntarun glorio rerunr [nct'str¡tcr i¡tsc tuu nroliri.s lcrttclc
Iaborent,l, .lscaniun sro'gcntcn ct .s¡tc.s lrcrcclis hùi. rcspicc, tui rcgrrutrt ltaliaa Ronanuc¡rrc
tcllus dcbctur.

10 Cf . .1cn.4.32, .1.8¿l-85, .+.373-"+30.
:l Merriam (2002) 853, anal¡singAscanìus'¡rresence inthe..lcncitl, conclucles that hc '(...) docs

not mature ìnto a replica ol'hjs läther through the course of'the epic, shorving nrorc and ulore
concem f'or the r.r'elfare of others, but instead rcr¡ains a heedless child. colrcenrcd onlv u,ith ìß
own interests, passions and enthusìasrns?' I think that his lack ol'matr.rrit¡ is linked precisel¡'
rvith the importance ol'his characterjzation as asubstiture child. Clf'. Pinheilo (20121 126 tl'. a¡d
Golden (201 3 ) 253 fl'.
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irnportant farnilial values llke pietas were. Aeneas must carry on' rn

order to save the Trojan iegacy ancl pass it on to his Roman descendants.

Pieta.s. tlre central moral value inthe Aeneid. blends exactly the three

central dimensions of the Augustan age: gods, f'atherland, and farnily.

That is. I think, a key feature in Augusttts' social policies: private

aspects of lif'e, like maliage, parenthood and sexuality are combined

- not always easily - with public life. being in the process introduced

into a political discourse that defines Roman civic identity. Being a

Roman was. like never before, beil-q a husband or a wife, a father or

a mother. Not complying with this is a religious, a moral and a social

fraud that endangers the existence of the Res publictt.
According to Pliny the Elder, Augustus had a statue of Comelia,

mother of the Gracchi, previously displayed in the Portictt.s Metelli,

moved to the Portictts Octar¡cp, built i¡ his sister's name.:r Talking

about the number of children a wolnan can conceive. Aulus Gellius

wrote that one of Augustus'slaves had given birth to quintuplets, but

all, mother a¡d children, were dead within a few days. By Augustus'

order, a statue was built to her memory on the Via Laurentina (Gell.

10.2.2).23 Shtues of women displayed in public places were very rare

under the Republic. According to Flory,:r the references to women being

honoured with public monuments usually concern mythical, legeldary

or divine women. Real women seem not to have been granted this kind

of tribute until Augustan times. Comelia, in particular, is a case in

point. Tlre statue, whose base reads Conrclict ntater Grqccltorum,was,

àccording to Plutarch. voted by the people of Rome in the last decades

of the Republic. The connection betwee¡ Comelia and the slave

seems straightforward anci extremely productive in terms of Augustan

propaganda. They were both symbols of femininity and motherhood

and they were important and active - or as active as they could have

rr plìn. H-\' 31.31.. Etstattt Cttnnis in c'cttsrtru uocifcrationcs ntttlicribus sl¿llttos Ronanis in

¡trotrinciis poni: nac'launen potttit inhil>crc. qtn ninus Ronac qtnt¡uc POtLrcnlttl'. SicÍti

Cornclittc Grucchorttnt nntri, qttac.líüt .-lJì'ic:uni ptioris.filia. satlcns ltuic' prtsìta solaisqnt sirte

antntcnto ittsignis in .\tatclli pttitlicu porlicu, qt(u slulttu tlutlc ast itt Ocluuìaa oparihus. AboÛt

thc dcdication 01'thc statLre. cl. Plut. li'7. C. Gracch, 1.1-
:1 Satl ct tlitto..Iugtr.sto ítttpcrcuitc, c|ti tcnrportutt ciu.s hislt¡riutn su'iPr;cnttlL uncilktnt Cacsarís

.Jttgttsli in agro Larrrcnlc pe¡.tcrisse rlttitttlt.tc puaros dicttill cOSqua p¿tucult¡s ¿lics u¡riSSc: ntuttCm

q,,i)¡u" oulip non nttt¡lo. pt>slqtrunt pcpcril, nþt.trk¡ir, ntuluntantunqua ei,fàt'utnt irrs:* lttgttsli

in t¡ìa [.,ctttrcntinct. inquc t. sct.ipt,tn cssc t,tÌ]tct',,1 prrcrpcrii citrs. dc qtro dixintur.
] FIor¡ (1993).
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been - in politics. Virtuous wives and fertile mothers, they strove for
the R¿s publiccr, offering their services as genetrices to the state. The
three marriages of Julia were certainly in line with her tàther's clear
intention to make her assume a familial role. Augustus w,as at pains to
show his daughter as a model Roman matrona.:-i Romanitas for worneu,
even more than for men, lneant being married and having children. So
Treggiari asserts that: 'Being a mother was a particular service. The
sudden appearance of portraits of women in public spaces in the city
as role models as well as objects of veneration showed that all citizen
women had a role to play.':(;

For their fertiiity', these women had becorne a symbol of social
well-being and safety and, as such, they seerì'ì to have deserued an
honour that r.vas awarded to merì u,ho had distinguished themselves
in politics or war. In 35 BC, extraordinary honours were granted to
Octavia and Livia: sacrosanctilas, the tribunician safeguard a_qainst

physical violence, freedom frorn guardianship, and statues.:i These
seem to have been the ûrst statues of real wol'ìlen in the imperial
family to have been displayed in public spaces. Many rì'ìore were yet to
come. Notwithstanding the established practice of erecting n'ìonuments
representing women and even entire families in the East, the western
part of the empire seellls to have been more reluctant to accept the
commemoration of women and children, at least in official art. In this
respect, Augustus seems to have led the way.

Sorne children appeared in republican public art. but their presence
was not frequent and r"rsually it was idealized. They were often
represented as generic figures. If we consider, even briefly. fhe Ara Pacis,
women and children - both real women and children, and idealized or
mythological characters - are conspicuous. For my argumel-ìt, it is not
important to pla1, the 'l[/ho .¡t.cts tvln? I game imposed by the fiieze.
However, the representation of children in various \\'ays, some as little
Romans, with togas and bul.lae, others in barbarian costumes. u,ith
torqlres, poses some interesting questions. According to lJzzi,'the Ara
Pacis is the earliest imperial mol'ìLlment on which children appear.':s

:r Cf'. Sever¡ (2003 ) 67.
:n Treggiari (2005) I -12.
rî According to Cass. l)io -19.38.
:8 Uzzi (2005 ) t.{2.
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Their presence among the adults, both rnembers of the imperial
farnily and magistrates, n'ìust therefore be of irnportance. The basis for
the recognized dynastic nature ofthe frieze lies in the representation of
the different generations composing the farnily of Augustus. Children

stand for the future.
I shall agree with authors like Pollini,2e Rose,3o Uzzi3t or Kleineç

Buxton3: here and consider the little barbarians as foreign princes and

not as Gaius Caesar and Lttcius Caesar dressed as Trojans. With their

non-Roman costumes and hairstyles, these two boys show how the

empire had grown to encompass foreign countries, not only through

conquest but also and, more importantly, through diplornacy. Suetonius

reports that Augustus treated these children as his own, educating them

and encouraging intermarriages, as was for instance the case of Juba,

king of Mauretania, and Cleopatra Selene, Cleopatra's and Antonius'

daughter, raised in Octavia's household.3s This was a strategy to expand

Augustus' power that demonstrates the external acknowledgment of
Roman hegemony. In the Ara Pacis frteze. these cl-rildren represent

the global nature of the pax augusta. So, the altar is not just a

cor'ìrmemoration of family and empire; it also shows how children -
both Roman and foreign - are important to the establishment of peace.

According to McGinn,3a the Augustan marriage laws reinforced

a previous trend in Roman law towards the favoring of children. As

time went by, children and women became frequent presences both in

private and in public aft. showing thus a new appreciation of the family

unit. Ex-slave families advertised their newly acquired citizen status in

family memorials where children were given a special place. Dressed

in togas and wearing bullae, these children are tokens for citizenship.

That was exactly what Augustus had wished.

:e Pollini (1986).
r" Rose (1 990).
rr LJzzi (2005) l.l7-1"{8.
rr Kleiner, Burton (2008).
ii Suet..{lg 18'. Regtorurn quibu.s belli ito'c ¡totitus csr, prctelcr pauca, uul iisdctn cluìbus acle nrerat

reelc!itlit atû alicnigeni.s contribrtit. Rega.s socitss cÍiam inler sencl ipsos neccssituclinil¡us mutttis

itotxit, ¡tronryttissinrus a.lfrnitatis c'uitt,stluc atqtß an¡icitioe cotlcilietù' eî -làtttot': ncc aliler

ttnitrcrsos tTuunt nrentbru parlisquc intperii curaa hahuil. rcclorcnt (luoque solilus ttpponcre

aetuîe pant¡s aut ntcnle la¡tsis. tlonec uclolesccren[ aul rcsipisccrent: ac plurinoruttt liheros el

ctlttc'ctuil sinul cunt suis ct insîilttít.
ji McGinn (20i3) 357.
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